
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Biography: Orin Lewis  
 

 
Orin is the co-founder (alongside his partner Beverley De-Gale) and CEO of the leading UK Leukaemia charity, the 
African Caribbean Leukaemia Trust (ACLT).  
 
The ACLT was founded in June 1996, after Orin and his partner Beverley De-Gale received the devastating news that 
their 8 year old son Daniel De-Gale needed a life saving bone marrow transplant in order to win his 3 year battle 
against leukaemia. 
 
Orin channelled the anxiety of discovering his son had a form of cancer into the goal of creating a better future for 
people suffering with leukaemia and other blood-related disorders.  To achieve this, the charity continually raises 
awareness to enable potential donors to come forward at the ACLT registration drives, thus directly enhancing the 
process of offering hope and a healthy future to someone whose disorder may otherwise prove fatal. 
 
When confronted by heart-wrenching facts and figures it became apparent to Orin of the need for an organisation 
to galvanise awareness and increase donors.  The racially specific characteristics of bone marrow mean that 
compatible donors (for African-Caribbean sufferers), can only be found within the black or mixed race population.  
In 1996 there were just 550 such people on the UK bone marrow registers – this translated into a 1 in 250,000 
chance of finding a donor for Daniel.  In the ensuing 15 years, Orin has devoted himself to the cause of improving 
such steep odds and the ACLT has successfully increased the number of black and mixed race donors to 36,000. This 
has lowered the statistical odds of finding a compatible donor to 100,000. However when compared to the best rate 
for a white leukaemia sufferer (1 in 5), there is still much work to be done.  
 
In 1999 Daniel finally beat the aforementioned incredible odds and received a life saving bone marrow transplant 
from an unrelated donor. This allowed him to lead a full and active life with his parents, wider family and friends, 
including becoming a graduate in Sports Physiotherapy at the London Metropolitan University.  
 
2006 saw the first major national recognition for the charity, when on behalf of the ACLT, Orin & Beverley, received 
a Daily Mirror Pride of Britain Special Award.  Further recognition from the same source came the following year, 
when both Orin and Beverley were invited onto the judging panel for the Pride of Britain 2007 awards.   
 



Come 2008, Orin began to oversee the development of the organisation into a leading national blood disorder and 
cancer charity, enlisting major corporate support and establishing patrons and trustees such as the first winner of 
the television programme ‘The Apprentice’, and now successful entrepreneur, Tim Campbell. 
 
However 2008 was also a year that wrought sorrow in Orin’s life.  In October 2008, Daniel, aged 21, succumbed to 
an unrelated illness.  Despite the obvious pain in such a sad turn of events, Orin & Beverley took re-invigoration 
from the celebration of Daniel’s 21 years enriching the lives of all who had the joy to meet, know and love him.  
Such was the uplifting spirit evident amongst the congregation of family, friends, celebrities and well-wishers 
attending Daniel’s funeral, that it was almost inevitable that the many tributes from that day would morph into a 
lasting legacy.  Since 2009, October has marked ‘Daniel De-Gale Blood Donation Week’. This, alongside the 
numerous other recruitment drives and initiatives the ACLT conducts, has been paramount in raising the base level 
of donors from the hundreds to the tens of thousands  
 
In raising awareness Orin is passionate about engaging in dialogue at schools, universities, corporate organisations, 
Government departments, as well as addressing conferences in the UK and further afield.  In the fifteen years since 
the charity’s inception, Orin has given countless speeches, held seminars, spearheaded recruitment drives and been 
party to many discussions (on a variety of levels) in raising bone marrow, blood and organ donor awareness. 
 
Orin’s drive and force of personality has been instrumental in forging key links with branches of central and local 
Government. A recent example is the Department of Health commissioning the ACLT to work in unison with the 
NHS to increase organ donation rates. In April 2011 this resulted in £150,000 funding for the ACLT’s ‘Giving the Gift 
of Life’ campaign.  As Orin has been keen to highlight, it is important to engage the younger generation. To meet 
this aim, he has devised a youth-led volunteering awareness campaign; this seeks to engage their generational 
peers in local communities and London boroughs deemed to be in chronic need of Voluntary sector projects to 
improve health and social services to complement that done by the NHS. 
 
In the summer of 2011, Orin was one of only a handful of stakeholders invited by Secretary of State for Health, 
Andrew Lansley (M.P.) to No.10 Downing Street, to participate in round table discussions concerning ‘NHS 
Modernisation’.  Here Orin got to communicate the experiences as well as the goal aims of the ACLT and find 
parallels to the Government’s commitment to provide assistance.  In posing such issues directly to the Prime 
Minister, David Cameron and Deputy Prime Minister Nick Clegg, Orin hopes to find common ground between the 
Voluntary sector and central Government in solving the issues in the long term. 
 
Recognising that at any one time 24,000 sufferers require life saving bone marrow transplants, Orin and his 
dedicated team of staff and volunteers continue to be inspired and to inspire others. Only 0.45% of blood donors 
derive from an African, Caribbean and mixed race ethnicity, with a similar figure applying to organ donors; the ACLT 
aims to play its part by increasing the number of potential ethnic minority donors on the UK bone marrow list to 
over 60,000. 

 
“From a position of personal anguish, Orin Lewis and Beverley De-Gale have evidently (and yet still 
immeasurably), improved the life saving prospects for leukaemia sufferers and ensure that the ACLT will 
continue to, “educate, motivate, inspire, empower and influence individuals to step forward and commit to 
becoming potential lifesavers.”  
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